BARTON-UPON-HUMBER 
ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
Chair: - Ed Cunnah (07498 630253) edwyncunnah@gmail.com
Vice Chair – Vacant
Treasurer –  Mike Corlyon (01652 781134 – michaelcorlyon@rgmail.com)
Secretary –  Neil Jacques (01652 632438 – secretarybartonallotments@hotmail.com)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday 6 JANUARY 2026

DRAFT MINUTES

7.00pm Trinity Methodist Hall (Vestry Lane Entrance)

Present: Cyril Pallister, Wendy Pallister,  John Adlard, Phill Train, Monica Jacques, Neil Jacques, Andy Roberts, Claire Love, Colin Andrew, Nick Girdham, Sam Drew, Fahmida Ahmed, Michaela Rolph, Robert Newton, Kevin Sharp, Tony Jackson, Chris Hume, Ann Hume, S Davies, Jane Rennison, Roy Boyes, Helen Hogg, M Shaw, L Shaw, Mike Corlyon, Penny Thornton.

Kevin Sharp in the chair as President.

1. Apologies:  Denise Trowsdale, Wanda Hibbert, John Jonhson, Liz Cooper, Wes Reed, Christine Andrew, Jean Corlyon, Richard Thorpe, Alison Roberts.

2. Minutes of the Previous AGM –  approved as a correct record. Proposed John Adlard, seconded Mike Corlyon.

3. Matters arising from the Minutes – Calendar. Feed back on the calendar was very positive both content, presentation and price and Claire thanked for all the work involved.  It made a small profit for the Society. Suggestions for a future calendar would be more vegetable photos and more pictures which identify the plots. Consensus that one for next year would be welcome.

4. Treasurer’s Report – Mike Corlyon  (verified copies were available at the meeting).  MC outlined the main aspects of the report which is attached to these minutes.  KS moved a vote of thanks to MC for all the hard work behind the scenes which is involved in the role – agreed by a round of applause.
4.1	Discussion followed on the CCTV camera installed after the break ins in the autumn, and how best to use and protect them.  Various suggestions were made which will be picked up by the committee at the next meeting, including a pole to mount it on, possibly a telegraph pole.  KS emphasised it was an experiment to see how well it worked and 

5. Election of Officers & Committee:  The following nominations have been received and were agreed unanimously.

Chair: Andy Roberts
Vice Chair: Claire Love
Treasurer: Mike Corlyon 
Secretary Governance and Meetings: Neil Jacques 
Committee members: 6 places including Site Manager – Colin Andrew; Anthony Blanchard; Wanda Hibbert; John White. 

The vacancies for the two committee members, were filled from nominations at the meeting, and John Adlard and Sam Drew elected.

The roles of Secretary Members and Web Site coordinator to be coopted by the Committee at its first meeting on 3 Feb 2026.

Andy Roberts took the chair.

6. Plot fees for 2026.- The committee are proposing an increase for 2026 of £5 per plot. Full Plot £35, half plot £20 for 2026.  A discussion ensued as to why half plots were being increased as much as a full plot.  MC advised that it cost as much to administer, insure and manage a half plot as a full plot. It was suggested that the committee look at a % increase or a proportional increase in the future.  

The proposal to increase the fees by £5 per plot was agreed unanimously.

7. Proposal to improve the effectiveness of the Plot Inspection process

7.1 Remove option of rescinding Notice to Quit, once it has been issued 
7.2 Second Red grading in any 12 month period, leads to Notice to Quit
7.3 Reduce the period allowed to remove produce and equipment following issue of Notice to Quit from 28 days to 14 days.
7.4 Reduce the period allowed to remove produce / possessions from 28 days to 14 following Notice to Quit, in all circumstances, and amend all documents as listed in the attached paper.

KS introduced the reasoning behind the plot inspection process and proposals to improve its effectiveness as outlined in the report circulated with the agenda and these minutes.  A query was raised as to whether the Society could alter the timescale to remove possessions after a Notice to Quit  letter, as it was claimed this was set out in the Allotment Act 1922 which the society was bound by.  While this was disputed it was agreed that KS would clarify the situation.

The proposals were put to a vote as follows:
7.1	Carried. 17 for 4 against.
7.2	Carried. 17 for 4 against.
The next two are subject to clarification about the Allotment Act 1922.  If carried, and the Society is not bound by the acts, they will be deemed to be agreed.
7.3	Carried. 15 for 6 against.
7.4	Carried. 15 for 7 against.

Note: KS clarified the position regarding the Allotment Act 1922 on 7 January and the Society is NOT bound by these Acts.

8. Polytunnel project 
8.1 To agree in principle to investigate further the proposal of having a communal polytunnel as set out in the attached paper.
8.2 To set up a small working group reporting to the committee to develop the project.
8.3 Subject to successful investigation of the viability of the project, to allow the committee to apply for the necessary permissions and funding to complete the project.

KS gave a presentation about the idea of a Community Polytunnel citing the Beacon Hill Allotments as the inspiration behind the idea.  A couple of their plot holders propagate plants for sale to plot holders and the public at open days and make £800 for their society.  KS stressed the need for a vision on how it could be used, plot holders, community groups schools etc, before proceeding with the idea. A copy of the report was circulated with the agenda and is attached to these minutes.


While some members could not see any use they might get out of it, proposals 8.1 – 8.3 were agreed by consensus and KS thanked for his work on this project.

9. Other proposals submitted by members including site development ideas – please submit to the Secretary by 29 December 2025.  None submitted.

10.  Closing remarks.  AR thanked Penny Thornton who is retiring from the plots, but staying on as Vice President, for all the work she had done for the society, noting that not only has she nurtured plants but also people on the plots.  Penny was presented with a Russet Apple Tree – known to be her favourite apple.

BACS payment is preferred.
Barton Allotment Society; Sort Code 30-95-05; Account Number 02056100;  reference - your plot number.
If you prefer to pay by cash, the Treasurer will stay for 15 minutes after the meeting to accept your payment.
www.bartonallotments.org.uk 


image4.png




image1.jpeg
|
j’ THRSLGwbae ’ - by
- SOTTET v A S ¥

EFEEEEEE ERETN




image2.png




image3.jpeg
|
j’ THRSLGwbae ’ - by
- SOTTET v A S ¥

EFEEEEEE ERETN




